JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM

Date:07/01/94
Page:1

AGENCY :
RECORD NUMBER :

AGENCY INFORMATION

SSCIA
157-10004-10138

RECORDS SERIES :
INTERVIEW SUMMARY (EXCERPT)

AGENCY FILE NUMBER :

ORIGINATOR :

FROM :
TO :

TITLE

EXCERPT OF INTERVIEW WITH WILLIAM HARVEY

DATE

PAGES :

HARVEY, WILLIAM
BISSELL, RICHARD
CUBA

CIA

CASTRO
QJIWIN/ZRRIFLE

DOCUMENT TYPE

CLASSIFICATION :
RESTRICTIONS :
CURRENT STATUS :

DATE OF LAST REVIEW

: 00/00/76
10

SUBJECTS :

: PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
U
1A, 1B, DONOR REST., REFERRED

: X
: 07/01/94

OPENING CRITERIA :

BOX 450-4

COMMENTS :

eleased under the John F. Fennedy
2 zazzination Fecords Collection Act of

1332 (44 USC 2107 Mate]. Caseth:NwW
QEO00 [rabe: 17 -03-201

[R] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED

- MW 66000 Docld:32202027 Page 1




| LERVIEW AND FEETTNG SUVMARY

FILE:

In 1959 Harvey came back to _head D1v151on D of the

Forelgn Intelllgence Staff Wthh is the unit baslcally in

During all,of this'period,he had many occasions to

work directly with Mr. Helms and had a close working rela-
tionship with him.

The beginning of 1961, he was asked by Mr. Bissell to’

, explore the possibilities of setting up a "executive action

capability" within CIA. In the Fall he was asked by Mr.
Bissell to turn his attentlon with regard to the general
area of executlve actlon to the spec1f1c target of Castro
and, particularly, to take over one ongoing operation from
the Office of Security: Shortly thereafter, but as a distin:t
matter, Mr. Helms (who was clearly slated to take over DDP, jE%L‘Zé’ _
even while Mr. Blssell was st111 its nominal head) asked (a
.Harvey td‘set up-Task'Force W, to be the new working group | |

on Cuban matters. [These items are allcfiscussed in more de-

tail 1ater‘ on. ] L{Ibw l.’?lh

: : é§§§ €§
Harvey stayed as head of Task Force W until the spring Q@ §§»
. _ ) Q& ‘5
of 1963,at which point he turned it over to Desmond Fitz- .g ﬁ% ;G?Qv» AO”/
grald, served about a month on TDY in Rome, and then in X?

He returndd

to Langley in 1966 and then took a special assignment to suﬁvey

the vulnerability of CIA installations to "technical coverage]

; u:'i' nwﬁ%E
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Harvey is not sure how much he knew of QJWIN's mission
1 — — FILE:
Opmicakgm although he thinks that he may <

o (ORINLITICTRY <
well have signed some of the cables to Leopoldville, since'\<:::i-k~\gw.i

@was 1end1ng QJWIN to;@?
o T

for the Congo mission ) In.any event,
about it later when they were discussion WIN as®a pbssible
ZRRIFLE asset. Hérvey does not feCallfanything ébout the
WIROGUE;'dbes not recall anything about ROGUE asking WIN

to participate in an executiion squad, nor does he recall

ever having been told by ﬁ?f r anyone about viruses

e P)

‘To summarize at the outset, the following is the thrust

getting to the Congo.

ZRRIFLE

of what Harvey would testify to regarding QJWIN/ZRRIFLE:
‘Harvey regarded ZRRIFLE as the overall project crypt under

which QJWIN as an asset operation was going forward. He had

discussed with 8 the general assignment of exploring

executive action capability, and the possibility that eithet
QJWIN or-that other CriminalsAwhom WIN helped to spot might
be assets. He nevef did more than review some of them as
possibilities in the course of his taking an inventory.

However, he did not use WIN or anyone WIN spofted’in con-

_nection with any assassination operations against Castro

Jor otherwige5 nor did he even discuss the concept with any
of them. He did not stockpile any materials or discuss prej

liminary targets or make plans or evaluations premised on

artlc ar tentative targets. Essentiall he ¢ assed
NW &awﬁ Docld:3 2&27 Page 3 & WZ,; erang ‘



~INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY .
| | [t
the technological, human asset, and organizational poten-
tials in being,or which might be organized,under the cland-
estine services, and came up with a pessimistic report to
Helms and Bissell that the possibilities of effective dis-
creet actlon were slim. He also conciuded that it was
.”rldlCUlOUS” to try and set up a general rcserve capablllty
in being, ard counselled that the one sure way to do 1g)or
at least the only one close td héving[a chance at secure
success)waé to simply appoint a singlc senior officer to do
éverything:to run,the_operation,'kill‘the person,.bury the

body,_and tell no one. In regard to Castro, he had used th

W

FILE:

ZRRIFLE project as the admlnlstlatlve hook for his b1111ng

“and so forth, and said that at some times there were mix-
ups in terms of the finaﬁcing offices, so that QJWIN/ZRRIFL
.might be used. He did ﬁot completely explain why on some
of his own bills ke seems to have indicated QJWIN/
'ZﬁﬁlFLE, but we did not have time to pursue this at greater
length whether he would regard this as his own slip or

indicate that to some extent they were written up by others

the bottom line is that he would swear that QJWIN was never|

involved in any way-in the Castro operation -- nor, for
example, ever in the United States, although there is a

plane trip ticket from Miami to Chicago which is charged
o "QJWIN/ZRRIFLE" (Harvey says it was a plane trip of
Roselli's, which was the only thing he ever paid for of

1
i

Roselli'é.)
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__(TERVIEW AND MEETING SUMARY ~ Page 7

In early 1961 Bissell asked Harvey to explore an

executive action capability. Harvey confirmed and said he

firmly recalls that Bissell on at least two occasions indi-|

cated to'Hérvey that he, Bissell, had been repeatedly im-

portuned by the White House to explore such a capability.

The first time Bissell spoke to him, Harvey thinks, was

early on ,and at least one other time occurred which was whe I8

to Castro and plck up the Roselli operatlon The first time
S—_ DIbbel.L

Bissell spoke to hlm about it, / deflnltely said he had

. i e e BB T e e e

been urged by the Whlte House, but Harvey does not recall
MM&‘\_ e * - ]
- whether he mentioned anyone at the White House. Harvey
, ; e -
thinks that if Bissell had said that he had been directly

”asked by the President, then Herveyxoold have remembered

it even today. His impression is that the implication in
Bissell's conversation With Harvey was thah the White House
had initiated 1it; buf he said that he couldn't be sure
whether Bissell had said the White House wanfed‘it set up
to be- ready. in belng or whether the White House wanted the
p0551b1h¢y explored._ Harvey elaborated that the Whlte Hous¢
might sar"create such a capability" , or might say '"deter-
mine whether it would be a good idea to set up such a
capability“ or might say '"see if it would be possible to
set up such a oapability.” |

Harvey 1is fairlyAcerfain thet Bissell.did not ihdicate
whether Dulles khew ébout this Whife House request, nor coul

Harvey be sure whether Bissell had indicated whether it was
[ ] .

someone in the Kennedy White House or the Eisenhower

FILE:

d




1. .ERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY Page 8. of

FILE:

White House who had made the request. Again, he has the
impression, although he can remember nothing éxpress, that
~at the time he received the distinct impression Bissell's
~conversation at the White House had only been a short time
prior to his conversatibn with Hafvey. When bressed, he
said he was not»sure_and he might éven'have spokén to Bisse
a short time before the kennedy inauguration(;hiéh would
haVe meant that Bissell was‘more likely to have beén refé??.

to the Eisenhower White House as having pressuréd_Bissell

to set up an executive action'capability:) On the other

hand, he has the strong impression that the second time he

yas told by Bisséll, i.e., in the fall, Bissell again impligd
that the renewed preéssures had been recent, thereby strongly
suggesting thayjat least at that poin?}it was the Kennedy
White House which was involved.

| Bissell'asked him to explore the curfeht clandeétine
services capability to make recommendations on how such an
operation should be set up. He does not recall Bissell men-
tioning Castro, Lumumba br Trujillo3>a1though it is possiblg:

that it was at that time that Bissell told Harvey about his

i

approach to
remembers that,at some point Bissell did do that). But
Harvey does not preclude the poSsibility that there was a

general discussion of the kinds of situations when that

NW 66000 Docld:32202027 Page b



L . £RVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY

included discussions of Trujillo, Castro and Lumumba. He
simply does not remember and does not think they discussed
the project in terms of likely specific targets.

Cither at that first meeting with Bissell or shortly

oy

thereafter, Harvey learned that-g iﬂf} W;ilﬁwg,and Sidney

Gottlieb had been "cut in' by Bissell . on Bissell's interept

in executive action capability. Harvey thought this was
unfortunate, but it was done. Harvey also thought Bissell

should have known better than to discuss Lumumba with

??ffg_although Harvey understands and fully respects

DOMNCHSIgS] moral scruples against being involved.

ik

Also, shortly after being asked to set up executive

involving the Office of Security and understood that both

J.C. King and J. Esterline were witting, as well as 0O'Connel

and Edwards. Harvey 1is not|sure why Bissell would have tolg
o ’ R K
rjabout the executive action project. But he has a

vague recollection that at Some point Bissell indicated to

him that §Sugliyesst had an asset who might be useful. (So pre-
—_—— ] ~ ~ A
sumably Bissell knew about QJWIN, perhaps frogg;ﬁx'

action capability, Harvey learned about the Cuban'operation'

PILE:

ﬁ%g;gg—ﬁim in the Congo.)

%

Cicd in any event, knew: (1) that Bissell was

interested in setting up an executive action capability,

and (2) that Bissell had sﬁéken to Harvey about it. There-

TV

Fter he and Shek

Zlspoke about it (see discussion of notes

TP Szcar

NW 66000 Docld: 32202027 Page 7



_ _IFRVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY o‘ Page 10.of
ey Cntiliy
T ke

in the file, ,~11.‘}§§ relationship to the entire FILE:

project was really threefold: (1) he was actively running
QJWIN the asset, (2) QJWIN was spotting people whom Harvey
assumes oo

type SUNSHEPCALEOM
{'ﬁ e T AR,

action Cébébility, and (S)K

#¥was considering both for normal Division D

o and executive

%’did explore the general
concept involved for setting up such capability with Harveyt
We next spoke aboﬁt the portipn Ok the report suggest-
ing that Harvey had been briefed_ébout the techﬁical de-
velopmengs.df capabilities under the Roselli plot. Harvey |-
said fhaf he ddes hot recéll the'name and is fairly certain
o

actually made the pillé in the TSD. He did know both Sid

he never met or dealt with [ the person who

Gottlieb and "Manny" Gunn.faifly well. He said that in
terms of his general professional dutiés as a Station Chief
and counterespionage expert against the Soviets, he had
made it a point of keeping fairly'current in background
knowledge on the enemy's capabilities for assaséination.

He had therefore discussed the latest state of the art with
the Office of Medical'SerVices (whére Gunn was) and TSD
@hére Gottlieb was). He said he had also discussed with
those offices medical andbother scientific aspects of
interrogation techniques (e.g. truth serum) and control

techniques (e.g. post-hypnotic suggestion for controlling

b-agents). ‘He had had general discussions, therefore, with
both Gunn and Gottlieb. However, he does seem to recall
a discussion of specific techniques with Gunn at one point,

although he is not positive this was after he had been

NW 66000 Docld:32202027 Page8 |19 SeinifT
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&ty
assigned the ZRRIFLE task by Bissell. In any event, he canﬁo%lum

remember asking Gunn to brief Gottlieb, as is suggested in
the IG Report. | } | 7

We next discussed the notes in the ZRRIFLE file. (The
xerox of those notes seht us by CIA is in part illegible.
I returned and took down completely that set of notes which
specificaily discusses the executive actioﬁ capability and
which is the set Harvey identified as'his. Appended here-
to - : o vare' my notes, but _if Harvey is going :i%€§

to be questioned about them we would really have to ask CIA
WM

for the file copy before next Wednesday. )

——— e

—
The reference to Notes hereafter refers to a package

of threevsets of notes which We had xeroxed by the Agency.

The first two or three pages which are not in Harvey's
handwriting appear to be a draft of what would be the basic
prbjett outline used as a cover for theAZRRIFLE projéct.

It does discuss QJWIN as the asset and does indicate that
hé will be uéed to spot other criminals for sensitive pro-
vjecfs.  But unlike the-subsequént notes, it does not discusg
issues regarding the setting up of an‘assassination capa- -
bility. The next setiof notes which are in large writing
on pages covered with various doodles are those identifiedty
Harvey as his. From looking at them, he judged that they werd

notes based on two successive conversations. First, with '

that the first conversation with Gottlieb ranged across a

NW 66000 Docld:32202027 Page9 TR @rn-re
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‘au

variety of activities which fell within the framework of FILE:

Gottlieb's_position at TSD. (Harvey Speculatéd Gottlieb
had just become Acting Director or taken over some other
high post in TSD)) His conclusion in this-regard is based
in part on references_ih that first section of his notes
to items which he recalls and which hewuld swear have

nothing to do with ZRRIFLE. For example, there is a dis-

éﬁsﬁ@fuig RSP TO Jxe*cgt’-f""{ ST ASEBEEO I maic’ﬁ}i

@’@ﬁ%&%ﬁg

who was someone .

régarded as the

solutely nothing to do with ZRRIFLE. N ' ' ,

Above the remarks just noted in the Notes was the phrage

The first part of the Notés of the 25th/1 meeting with
Sidney Gottlieb is headed "Executive Action." Harvey could

ot recall'whaf he meant by the phrase 'the magic button

NW 66000 Docld:32202027 Page 10
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Gottliecb used for whatever mechanism was eventually chosen.

He could not understand the reference to the narcotics , FILE:
bureau, except that if Gottlieb or he at that point knew
about QJWIN they might have been aware of EUS initial in-
Volvemént with American intelligence agencies-in a narcotics
enforcementvoperation{ The reference to "RIS Z01 cover
gaﬁtion” meant that if there was an attempt to get a fake
201 file as cover inﬁqlving the pérson;allégediy'in some
operation relevant to the Rﬁssian_intélligente service, thif
had to be done with great caution. Harvey speculated that
the word:”bankruptcy” réferred to the same conéiderétions
discussed below - that there was a bankruptcy of policylén
the part of the.CIA or USA if there had to be a resort to

assassination. (This might frame an interesting general

_policy question for Harvey.)

Harvey did not know what 'no star' meant. I asked him
if that might refer to the star file system, and he said thdt
when he was in the Agency he didn't know about one or does
not recall one now. ﬁe thinks the reference to "eyes |

,Jim-A; —:mtontradistinct from'U—Z”_may have meant that the
check of any assets to be used through the CI Division, a
normal operating technique, in this case should be done on
an '"'eyes only" basis through Angleton. He also thought the
reference to the U-2 might‘meah that unlike that operation,.
this project Should not be run on such a compartmented basig,

that any assets to be used were not checked w1th CI[so that

the counterespionage protective resources of the Agency

were utilized.) Harvey thinks that the phrase ''not a TSD

10D SRR

. . 85 Uk inl
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